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Le Guin/Influences 
 

 

There is an “Anarchism” article and portal in Wikipedia that leads to a variety of online 

resources on the history of anarchism as a political/economic/social movement, including 

access to the full text of many key documents and books.  Look here for information on 

anarcho-syndicalism, Emma Goldman and Pyotr Kropotkin:   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anarchism 

 

****Pyotr Alexeyevich Kropotkin (1842Pyotr Alexeyevich Kropotkin (1842Pyotr Alexeyevich Kropotkin (1842Pyotr Alexeyevich Kropotkin (1842----1921)1921)1921)1921)    

    

Mutual Aid: A Factor of Evolution. Mutual Aid: A Factor of Evolution. Mutual Aid: A Factor of Evolution. Mutual Aid: A Factor of Evolution.  
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Third Edition: Humanity Books, 1996. 978-1573924641 

 

****Lewis Mumford (1895Lewis Mumford (1895Lewis Mumford (1895Lewis Mumford (1895----1990)1990)1990)1990)    

    

A 20th century philosopher of technology and history who influenced the thinking of current 

anarchist activists is Lewis Mumford. His first published book, in 1922, was an examination 

of classic utopian literature. His two-volume work, Pentagon of PowerPentagon of PowerPentagon of PowerPentagon of Power, looks at issues of 

technology and society.  In particular, the second volume includes an essay, “Progress in 

Science Fiction,” that discusses utopia.   

    



See Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_Mumford 

 

The Story of Utopias.The Story of Utopias.The Story of Utopias.The Story of Utopias. 

Boni and Liveright, 1922. 

Full text available at http://www.sacred-texts.com/utopia/sou/index.htm 

 

Pentagon of Power: The Myth of the Machine, Volume II.Pentagon of Power: The Myth of the Machine, Volume II.Pentagon of Power: The Myth of the Machine, Volume II.Pentagon of Power: The Myth of the Machine, Volume II. 

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1970. 

Mariner Books, 1974 (pb). 978-0156716109 

 

****Herbert Marcuse (1898Herbert Marcuse (1898Herbert Marcuse (1898Herbert Marcuse (1898----1979)1979)1979)1979)    

    

A 20th century sociologist and theorist, Marcuse fled Nazi Germany and worked for the 

American government during World War II. In the 1950s he re-started his academic career 

and became one of the founders of the “New Left,” an intellectual movement critical of both 

Marxism and capitalism for perpetuating repressive social orders and the alienation of the 

individual. He articulated many of the concerns of the 1960s Counterculture.  His books, 

Eros and Civilization Eros and Civilization Eros and Civilization Eros and Civilization and OneOneOneOne----Dimensional ManDimensional ManDimensional ManDimensional Man were particularly influential in the 

development of modern anarchism. 

 

See Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Marcuse 

    

Eros and Civilization.Eros and Civilization.Eros and Civilization.Eros and Civilization.                                                                                                                 

Beacon Press, 1955.                                                                                                                 

Second Edition: Routledge, 1987 (pb) 978-0415186636 

 

OneOneOneOne----Dimensional Man: Studies in Ideology of Advanced Industrial Society.Dimensional Man: Studies in Ideology of Advanced Industrial Society.Dimensional Man: Studies in Ideology of Advanced Industrial Society.Dimensional Man: Studies in Ideology of Advanced Industrial Society. 

Beacon Press, 1964; 1991 (pb). 978-0807014172 

 

Alan Martineau 

Herbert Marcuse’s Utopia.Herbert Marcuse’s Utopia.Herbert Marcuse’s Utopia.Herbert Marcuse’s Utopia. 

Harvest House, 1986 (pb) 978-0887720277 

 

Robert Pippin, Andrew Freeberg, Charles P Webel, et al. 

Marcuse: Critical Theory and the Promise of Utopia.Marcuse: Critical Theory and the Promise of Utopia.Marcuse: Critical Theory and the Promise of Utopia.Marcuse: Critical Theory and the Promise of Utopia. 

Bergin & Garvey, 1987 (pb) 978-0897891073 

 

John Abromeit and W. Mark Cobbs, eds. 

Herbert Marcuse: A Critical Reader.Herbert Marcuse: A Critical Reader.Herbert Marcuse: A Critical Reader.Herbert Marcuse: A Critical Reader. 

Routledge, 2003 (pb). 978-0415289108 

 



*Paul Goodman (1911*Paul Goodman (1911*Paul Goodman (1911*Paul Goodman (1911----1972)1972)1972)1972) 

 

See Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Goodman_(writer) 

 

American sociologist, prolific essayist, novelist and poet, anarchist and public intellectual, 

described as a 20th century Thoreau, Goodman has been cited by Le Guin as a major influence 

on her interest in anarchism. Goodman was a close observer of the Sixties “Revolution,” 

disillusioned by its excesses and nihilism. Along with psychologists Frederick Perls and 

Ralph Hefferkine, he pioneered the concepts of Gestalt therapy. He may have served as the 

model for Shevek, the protagonist in The DispossessedThe DispossessedThe DispossessedThe Dispossessed. 

 

Growing Up Absurd: Problems of Youth in the Organized System.Growing Up Absurd: Problems of Youth in the Organized System.Growing Up Absurd: Problems of Youth in the Organized System.Growing Up Absurd: Problems of Youth in the Organized System.    

Random House, 1960 (hc). o.p. Vintage, 1962 (pb). 978-0394700328 o.p. 

 

Utopian Essays and Practical Proposals.Utopian Essays and Practical Proposals.Utopian Essays and Practical Proposals.Utopian Essays and Practical Proposals. 

Random House, 1962 (hc). o.p. Vintage, 1973 (pb). 978-0394702476 o.p. 

 

New Reformation: Notes of a Neolithic Conservative. New Reformation: Notes of a Neolithic Conservative. New Reformation: Notes of a Neolithic Conservative. New Reformation: Notes of a Neolithic Conservative.  

Random House, 1970 (hc). o.p. Second Edition: PM Press, 2010 (pb). 978-1604860566 

 

Taylor Stoehr, ed. 

Decentralizing Power: Paul Goodman’s Social Criticism.Decentralizing Power: Paul Goodman’s Social Criticism.Decentralizing Power: Paul Goodman’s Social Criticism.Decentralizing Power: Paul Goodman’s Social Criticism.    

Black Rose Books, 1994 (pb). 978-1551640082 

 

Taylor Stoehr, ed. 

Drawing the Line Once Again: Paul Goodman’s Anarchist WDrawing the Line Once Again: Paul Goodman’s Anarchist WDrawing the Line Once Again: Paul Goodman’s Anarchist WDrawing the Line Once Again: Paul Goodman’s Anarchist Writings.ritings.ritings.ritings. 

PM Press, 2010 (pb). 978-1604860573 

 

Taylor Stoehr, ed. 

The Paul Goodman Reader.The Paul Goodman Reader.The Paul Goodman Reader.The Paul Goodman Reader. 

PM Press, 2010 (pb). 978-1604860580 

 

These modern anarchist activists put forward social, political and environmental concerns 

that correlate with Le Guin’s speculations in The DispossessedThe DispossessedThe DispossessedThe Dispossessed: 

    

****Murray Bookchin (1921Murray Bookchin (1921Murray Bookchin (1921Murray Bookchin (1921----2006)2006)2006)2006) 

 

See Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murray_Bookchin 

 

A self-described libertarian socialist and environmental activist, Bookchin started as a 

member of the Communist Party, rejected Marxism in favor of anarchism, and eventually 



renounced anarchism as self-indulgent in the mid1990s in favor of what he called libertarian 

municipalism. He was the founder of the social ecology movement.  

 

Our Synthetic Environment.Our Synthetic Environment.Our Synthetic Environment.Our Synthetic Environment.  

First published under the pseudonym “Lewis Herber” by Alfred A. Knopf, 1962. 

Revised Edition: Joanna Cotler Books, 1975 (pb). 978-0060903633  o.p. 

 

PostPostPostPost----Scarcity Anarchism.Scarcity Anarchism.Scarcity Anarchism.Scarcity Anarchism. 

Ramparts Press, 1971. Third Edition: AK Press, 2004 (pb). 978-1904859062 

 

The Ecology of Freedom: The Emergence and Dissolution of Hierarchy.The Ecology of Freedom: The Emergence and Dissolution of Hierarchy.The Ecology of Freedom: The Emergence and Dissolution of Hierarchy.The Ecology of Freedom: The Emergence and Dissolution of Hierarchy. 

Cheshire Books, 1982.  AK Press, 2005 (pb). 978-1904859260 

 

The Rise of Urbanization and the Decline of Citizenship.The Rise of Urbanization and the Decline of Citizenship.The Rise of Urbanization and the Decline of Citizenship.The Rise of Urbanization and the Decline of Citizenship. 

Sierra Club Books, 1987. 

Republished as: 

From UrbaFrom UrbaFrom UrbaFrom Urbanization to Cities: Toward a New Politics of Citizenship.nization to Cities: Toward a New Politics of Citizenship.nization to Cities: Toward a New Politics of Citizenship.nization to Cities: Toward a New Politics of Citizenship.    

Cassell Academic, 1996. 978-0304328406 

 

Social Anarchism or Lifestyle Anarchism: An Unbridgeable Chasm.Social Anarchism or Lifestyle Anarchism: An Unbridgeable Chasm.Social Anarchism or Lifestyle Anarchism: An Unbridgeable Chasm.Social Anarchism or Lifestyle Anarchism: An Unbridgeable Chasm. 

AK Press, 1995; 2001 (pb). 978-1873176832 

 

The Philosophy of Social Ecology: Essays on DialectThe Philosophy of Social Ecology: Essays on DialectThe Philosophy of Social Ecology: Essays on DialectThe Philosophy of Social Ecology: Essays on Dialectical Naturalism.ical Naturalism.ical Naturalism.ical Naturalism. 

Black Rose Books, 1990; 1996. 978-1551640198 

 

Janet Biehl with Murray Bookchin 

The Politics of Social Ecology: Libertarian Municipalism.The Politics of Social Ecology: Libertarian Municipalism.The Politics of Social Ecology: Libertarian Municipalism.The Politics of Social Ecology: Libertarian Municipalism. 

Black Rose Books, 1997. 978-1551641003 

 

Janet Biehl, ed. 

The Murray Bookchin Reader.The Murray Bookchin Reader.The Murray Bookchin Reader.The Murray Bookchin Reader.    

Black Rose Books, 1998; 1999 (pb). 978-1551641188 

****Avram Noam ChomskyAvram Noam ChomskyAvram Noam ChomskyAvram Noam Chomsky (1928  (1928  (1928  (1928 ------------ ) ) ) ) 

See Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noam_Chomsky 

Noam Chomsky web site: http://www.chomsky.info/ 

Noam Chomsky at Anarchism Today: http://anarchismtoday.org/News/topic=12.html 



American linguist, cognitive scientist, political dissident and self-declared anarcho-

syndicalist and libertarian socialist, Chomsky has taught at the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology for 55 years and is Professor Emeritus of Linguistics at MIT. He is also an 

internationally renowned political dissident and activist.  

Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky                                                                       

Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media.                                      Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media.                                      Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media.                                      Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media.                                      

Pantheon Books, 1988; with a new Introduction, 2002 (pb). 978-0375714498        

The ProspThe ProspThe ProspThe Prosperous Few and the Restless Many. erous Few and the Restless Many. erous Few and the Restless Many. erous Few and the Restless Many. With David Barsamian.                             

Odonian Press, 1993; 2002 (pb). 978-1878825032                                                               

Profit Over People: Neoliberalism and Global Order.             Profit Over People: Neoliberalism and Global Order.             Profit Over People: Neoliberalism and Global Order.             Profit Over People: Neoliberalism and Global Order.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Seven Stories Press, 1998; 2003 (pb). 978-1888363821 

Peter R. Mitchell and John Schoeffel, eds.                                                                    

Understanding Power: The Indispensable ChomsUnderstanding Power: The Indispensable ChomsUnderstanding Power: The Indispensable ChomsUnderstanding Power: The Indispensable Chomsky.ky.ky.ky.                                                               

The New Press, 2002 (pb). 978-1565847033 

Barry Pateman, ed.                                                                                                              
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See Wikipedia:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Zerzan 

John Zerzan, an American “Green Anarchist” philosopher and activist, condemns capitalist 

civilization as the cumulative construction of alienation and oppression that will destroy the 

world. He is a leading member of the “green anarchists” who combine anarchist politics with 

environmental concerns. Their movement has split in recent years over tactics, as some 

activists have argued direct action, including violence, may be justified by events; while 

others emphasize the moral imperative of nonviolent resistance.  

Zerxan served as editor of Green Anarchy: AnGreen Anarchy: AnGreen Anarchy: AnGreen Anarchy: An Anti Anti Anti Anti----Civilization Journal of Theory and Civilization Journal of Theory and Civilization Journal of Theory and Civilization Journal of Theory and 

Action, Action, Action, Action, which was published by a collective in Eugene OR from 2000 to 2009. He is a 

contributing editor of Anarchy: A Journal of Desire ArmedAnarchy: A Journal of Desire ArmedAnarchy: A Journal of Desire ArmedAnarchy: A Journal of Desire Armed, founded in 1980 by members of 

the Columbia MO Anarchists League, and published biannually out of Berkeley CA since 



2006. http://anarchymag.org. He has also had essays published in the journal TelosTelosTelosTelos, published 

quarterly since 1968 by Telos Press NY. http://www.telospress.com. 
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Watson, an American anarchist, was associated for many years with the radical journal, Fifth Fifth Fifth Fifth 

EstateEstateEstateEstate. http://www.fifthestate.org While sympathetic to environmental issues and to the 

plight of indigenous peoples, in recent years he has distanced himself from the anarcho-

primitivists. He contributes to a number of journals, including the New InternationalistNew InternationalistNew InternationalistNew Internationalist. 
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Derrick Jensen maintains that the industrial economy is based on violence and inherently 

unsustainable, fundamentally at odds with healthy relationships, the natural environment, 

and indigenous peoples. Accordingly, he exhorts his audiences to help bring an end to 



industrial civilization. Jensen has published a number of books and has been called the poet-

philosopher of the environmental movement. 
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